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Welcome

Virginie Michel – EURCAW-Poultry-SFA
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Agenda

Wednesday, 1st October
12:30 Registration of the participants

13:00 Welcome and Introduction: V.Michel, E.Alaez-Pons (DG SANTE), G.Salvat (Anses) 

13:25 What’s new in EURCAW-Poultry-SFA’s work

13:40 Let’s talk about Roadshows!

Feedback on the Italian Roadshow of last summer (A. Ferraro, IT)

14:10 Icebreaker activity

14:40 Coffee and tea break 

15:00 Introduction of the World Café topics

15h15 World Café: 4 tables

Table 1: Common Database on Welfare

Table 2: Animal based indicators are everywhere

Table 3: Roadshows

Table 4: Genetic related welfare issues
17:00 Closure & PHOTO

Evening Visit (17:00) and Dinner (19:30)
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Agenda

Thursday, 2nd October

9:00 World Café Wrap-up

9:20 2025-2027 EURCAW-Poultry-SFA Work Programme highlights:
Fitness for Transport in laying hen (A. Velarde, EURCAW-Poultry-SFA)
Study on consciousness assessment in ducks’ slaughterhouse (A.Varvaro Porter –EURCAW-Poultry-
SFA)

09:50 Plenary session :
1) Avian Influenza decision tree (L.Kremer, EURCAW-Poultry-SFA, FNRCAW)
2)Welfare of rabbit on French farm: (F.Depersin, FR)
3) How did an NGO's enforcement request led to better practical policy for welfare control at the 
slaughterhouse (J. Marques-Hermann, NL)
4) Challenges in assessing what constitutes an acceptable level of prestun shocks in waterbath

stunning (M.Cederwall)
5) Stunning Problems in Long-Winged Species, AW indicators in organic broilers and geese reared 

for foie-gras production (M. Camiña Montero, ES) 

11:30 Eat and meet session 

Each country explore the proposed topics to be covered which were not discussed before

12:45 Conclusion and Closure

13:00 End of the meeting
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Welcome

Ester Alaez-Pons, DG SANTE

1-2 October 2025
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Welcome

Gilles Salvat, ANSES

1-2 October 2025
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Introduction to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

Virginie Michel – EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

1-2 October 2025
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Introduction to EU Reference Centres

for Animal Welfare

8

EU Reference Centers for Animal Welfare

Art. 95 of ‘The Official Controls Regulation’:

“The Commission shall, by means of implementing

acts, designate European Union reference centers

for animal welfare that shall support the activities of

the Commission and of the Member States”

Since October 2018 Since February 2020 Since June 2021 Since May 2024

1-2 October 2025
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Introduction to EU Reference Centres 

for Animal Welfare

5 activities (= 5 Work Packages (WP))

1. COORDINATED ASSISTANCE (WP1)

2. ANIMAL WELFARE INDICATORS (WP2)

3. SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL STUDIES (WP3)

4. TRAINING COURSES (WP4)

5. DISSEMINATING RESEARCH AND INNOVATIONS (WP5)

1-2 October 2025
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EURCAW-Poultry-SFA has 5 Priority areas

10

1. Broiler chickens on farm

2. Laying hens in alternative housing systems

3. Consciousness and welfare during stunning and killing 
process at slaughter and on farm 

4. Rabbits on farm, with a focus on alternative housing 
systems 

5. Turkeys on farm

Introduction to EU Reference Centres

for Animal Welfare

1-2 October 2025
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Louise KREMER

Introduction to EU Reference Centres

for Animal Welfare

1-2 October 2025



What’s new in EURCAW-Poultry-SFA’s 

work

Virginie Michel – EURCAW-Poultry-SFA
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- Q2Es: → all Q2E answers are available online:

https://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/en/minisite/sfawc/question-eurcaw-q2e

In 2024 four queries received in 2023 were answered.
Nine queries were submitted to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA from January 2024 to
December 2024:
- 8 queries were admissible:
- 5 were answered
- 3 were answered in 2025
- 1 was withdrawn by the requestor.

In 2025 three queries received in 2024 were answered.
7 queries were submitted to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA from January 2025 to mid-
September 2025:
- 7 queries were admissible:

3 were answered
4 are under preparation

Update since last meeting

https://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/en/minisite/sfawc/question-eurcaw-q2e
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Latest Q2Es:

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2024-007: Piling behaviour Q1

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2024-008: Piling behaviour Q2

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2024-009: Laying hens nest depth

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2025-001: Broiler breeders platform area

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2025-002: Culling individuals

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2025-003: Second stunning of rabbits at slaughter

Update since last meeting

https://zenodo.org/records/14509578
https://zenodo.org/records/15736706
https://zenodo.org/records/15181094
https://zenodo.org/records/15222340
https://zenodo.org/records/17157586
https://zenodo.org/records/15791473
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The Q2E webform is available online here or

https://survey.anses.fr/SurveyServer/s/DSL/QuerywebformIQ3/quest
ionnaire.htm

You can download here the webform in PDF to prepare your Q2E submission.

Update since last meeting

https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/q2e-webform
https://survey.anses.fr/SurveyServer/s/DSL/QuerywebformIQ3/questionnaire.htm
https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/system/files/EURCAW-Poultry-SFA_Query_webform.pdf
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Broiler:

Update since last meeting

DL coding title links

REV-Poultry-SFA-2024-01-EN Review: Behavioural Indicators Used 
to Assess Welfare of Broiler 
Chickens On-Farm

https://zenodo.org/records/14509410

IFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-04-EN Factsheet: Touch Test for Broilers 
On-Farm

https://zenodo.org/records/14509525

IIFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-02-EN Factsheet: Assessing Walking Ability
in Broilers On Farm

https://zenodo.org/records/14008495

REP-Poultry-SFA-2024-04-EN Report: Scientific study on the 
validity, reliability and repeatability 
of two visual scoring methods of 
assessment of the litter quality

https://zenodo.org/records/13889643

REP-Poultry-SFA-2024-05-EN Report: Latency-to-lie test without 
water is a valid objective method for 
on-farm assessment of walking 
ability of broilers

https://zenodo.org/records/14008430

REP-Poultry-SFA-2024-06-EN Report: Scientific study in 
experimental facilities to evaluate
the impacts of covered veranda on 
the welfare of broiler chickens on 
farm

https://zenodo.org/records/14512668

IFS-Poultry-SFA-2025-01-EN Factsheet: Litter quality visual 
assessment in broiler sheds

https://zenodo.org/records/15120515

https://zenodo.org/records/14509410
https://zenodo.org/records/14509525
https://zenodo.org/records/14008495
https://zenodo.org/records/13889643
https://zenodo.org/records/14008430
https://zenodo.org/records/14512668
https://zenodo.org/records/15120515
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Laying hen:  

Update since last meeting

DL coding Title links

IIFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-
01-EN

The assessment of plumage damage and emaciation 
at slaughterhouse in laying hens

https://zenodo.org/records/11091656

Design and management of covered verandas for
optimal use

https://zenodo.org/records/10479326

Review about fitness for transport assessment for
end-of-lay hens

https://zenodo.org/records/14677399

https://zenodo.org/records/11091655
https://zenodo.org/records/10479326
https://zenodo.org/records/14677399
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Turkey:  

Update since last meeting

DL coding title links

IFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-01-EN Fachsheet: On-farm assessment of 
footpad dermatitis in turkeys

https://zenodo.org/records/13748246

GPFS-Poultry-SFA-2025-01-EN Fachsheet: Use of sick pens in 
turkey farming 

https://zenodo.org/records/15358077

https://zenodo.org/records/13748246
https://zenodo.org/records/15358077
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Slaughter & killing:

Update since last meeting

DL coding title links

IFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-
02-EN

Factsheet: How to assess the state of 
consciousness in electrically stunned rabbits?

https://zenodo.org/records/14510204

REP-Poultry-SFA-2024-
03-EN

Report on the scientific study in commercial 
slaughterhouses of rabbits

https://zenodo.org/records/13889346

REP-Poultry-SFA-2024-
10-EN

Report: Efficacy and welfare consequences of 
the depopulation methods used in the EU in 
case of Avian Influenza

https://zenodo.org/records/14679660

GUI-Poultry-SFA-2024-
03-EN

Selection of the most appropriate 
depopulation method for the welfare of 
poultry

https://zenodo.org/records/14679733

GUI-Poultry-SFA-2024-
04-EN

Suggestions for welfare assessment of poultry 
on depopulation site

https://zenodo.org/records/14711403

REP-Poultry-SFA-2024-
02-EN

Report on the evaluation of existing training 
courses for the assessment of the state of 
consciousness after electrical stunning in 
rabbits at slaughter

https://zenodo.org/records/12634175

WEB-Poultry-SFA-2024-
02-EN

Online webinar about the assessment of the 
state of consciousness after electrical 
stunning in rabbits 

https://www.eurcaw-poultry-
sfa.eu/en/minisite/sfawc/webinarwelfa
re-assessment-during-electrical-
stunning-rabbits

https://zenodo.org/records/14510204
https://zenodo.org/records/13889346
https://zenodo.org/records/12634175
https://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/en/minisite/sfawc/webinarwelfare-assessment-during-electrical-stunning-rabbits
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Rabbit:  

Update since last meeting

DL coding title links

IFS-Poultry-SFA-
2024-03-EN

The assessment of body condition in rabbits https://zenodo.org/records/14681156 

IFS-Poultry-SFA-
2024-02-EN

How to assess the state of consciousness in electrically 
stunned rabbits?

https://zenodo.org/records/14510204 

IIFS-Poultry-SFA-
2025-01-EN

Heat stress in rabbits https://zenodo.org/records/15680503

https://zenodo.org/records/14681156
https://zenodo.org/records/14510204
https://zenodo.org/records/15680503
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Good Practices:

Update since last meeting

DL coding title links

GPFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-02-EN Automatic assessment of footpad
dermatitis (FPD)

https://zenodo.org/records/13860108

GPFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-04-EN Preventing heat stress in layer 
systems with covered veranda and 
outdoor access

https://zenodo.org/records/13860386

Mobile cart with head only electric 
stunning device, for on farm culling 
and carcass collection

https://zenodo.org/records/12633372

GPFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-05-EN Good practice factsheet: outdoor 
rearing of rabbits

https://zenodo.org/records/13860676

GPFS-Poultry-SFA-2024-03-EN Early litter access for pullets housed 
in aviary systems

https://zenodo.org/records/13860273

GPFS-Poultry-SFA-2025-01-EN Fachsheet: Use of sick pens in 
turkey farming 

https://zenodo.org/records/15358077

https://zenodo.org/records/13860108
https://zenodo.org/records/13860386
https://zenodo.org/records/12633372
https://zenodo.org/records/13860676
https://zenodo.org/records/13860273
https://zenodo.org/records/15358077
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Dissemination: 

The scientific overview page permits to download a list of all the outputs produced by the 
Centre since its creation, by topics: slaughter and killing, broiler chicken, laying hen, turkey, 
rabbit. This page is updated twice a year.

Update since last meeting

https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/scientific-output-overview
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Dissemination: 

- 2 newsletters were published in 2025. 

Sign-up here:

https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/subscribe-eurcaw-poultry-sfas-newsletter)

- The EURCAW-Poultry-SFA proudly presents its infographics, issued respectively from Q2E 
answers, created in collaboration with La Chaire bien-être animal:
•Outdoor access for pullets (available in ENG and FR)
•Pullets access to litter for dustbathing (available in EN and FR)

- 10 factsheets were translated into 5 languages during 2025 
- 6 in DE, ES, FR, IT
- 4 in NL (thanks to the Flemish AW NRC)

- The EURCAW-Poultry-SFA LinkedIn account was created: 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/eurcaw-poultry-sfa

Update since last meeting

https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/subscribe-eurcaw-poultry-sfas-newsletter
https://chaire-bea.vetagro-sup.fr/
https://zenodo.org/records/14777193
https://zenodo.org/records/14777327
https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/german
https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/spanish
https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/french
https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/italian
https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/dutch
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eurcaw-poultry-sfa


Let’s talk about Roadshows!

Leonardo Vinco James –EURCAW-Poultry-SFA
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ROADSHOW ITALY
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Objectives of the Italian Roadshow

• Inform official veterinarians about the activities of EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

• Present and discuss poultry welfare data collected at slaughter

• Foster collaboration between EURCAW-Poultry-SFA and NCAs

• Promote active dialogue with and among Ovs of slaughterplants
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Wednesday, 2nd July 

14:00 Welcome & introduction of all participants

14:15 Introduction and update of EURCAW-Poultry-SFA activities

14:45 Presentation of the EU Partnership activities related to the topics on indicators at

slaughter, for assessment of welfare on farm with particular focus on FPD

15:15 Coffee Break

15:45 Italian National animal welfare annual control plan (PNBA 2023) and updates on

related national welfare legislation on poultry

16:15 Icebreaker exercise on FPD scoring on foot sample protocol

17:30 Discussion

18:00 Closure
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Thursday, 3rd July

09:00 Icebreaker exercise on FPD scoring on foot sample protocol (2nd part)

10:00 Report on data collection and evaluation at a slaughter-plant in ASL Cuneo 1 and

interactive discussions on type of welfare data collected: at slaughter

11:30 Coffee break

12:00 Verification of stunning equipment

12:15 Fitness for transport

12:30 Use of the EURCAWS outputs, how to improve dissemination and suggestions for

future activities or topics for the EURCAW Work Program

12:45 Wrap up

13:00 Closure
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Participants to the Roadshow

Dott. Fontanella Edoardo
Dott. Pasino Marco
Dott. Cucchietti Alfio

Dott.ssa Chirico Valeria
Dott. Umile Beniamino
Dott. Chessa Pasquale
Dott. Zanutto Massimo
Dott.ssa Fiorino Erika
Dott.ssa Valli Marianna
Dott.ssa Vergerio Erika

Dott.ssa Idrizi Ilda

Dott.ssa Cipollone Emily
Dott. Riceputi Nicola

Dott.ssa Lechner Simona

Dott. Badaloni Luca
Dott. Mencarelli Michele

Dott. Zamborlini Francesco
Dott.ssa Pagan Daniela
Dott.ssa Lobascio Francesca
Dott.ssa Calzolari Camilla
Dott.ssa Pisanu Claudia
Dott.ssa Garbo Angelica

Dott. Ferraro Antonio

Dott. Vinco Leonardo James
Dott.ssa Tolini Clara 
Dott. Podda Salvatore

Regional Distribution of the Number 
of Chicken Broiler, Laying Hens and 
Turkeys slaughtered in 2024

No of slaughtered animals
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Introduction to 

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA



Dr Clara Tolini – Dr Salvatore Podda

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

32

Presentation of the EU Partnership 

activities related to the topics on 

indicators at slaughter, for assessment of 

welfare on farm with particular focus on 

FPD
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SOA 9: Work progress status

33

Task 4: “Assessment of candidate indicators for routine and large-scale monitoring of animal
welfare”

• Draft a list of animal welfare indicators for the different life stages of the animal (farming,
transport, and slaughter).

• Select some indicators for harmonization, followed by evaluation of their validity, feasibility, and
repeatability.

Broiler Chicken Laying hens Turkey

Breast Blister Beak condition FPD

Broken wing_Wing
damage

Body condition Mortality

DOA Broken
wings_wings
damage

DOA

FPD Foot damage Breast
blisters

Mortality Mortality Wounds

Plumage damage Panting Undersized

Walking ability Plumage
damage 

Lameness

Wounds Toe damage

Selection criteria for indicators:
▪ Relevance to welfare;

▪ Most commonly used in the EU (most represented in the literature review);

▪ Choice of indicators across different domains (e.g., one for health, one for behavior...);

▪ Only ABMs (Animal-Based Measures) + mortality;

▪ If automatable, it is an advantage but not a must.
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HARMONIZATION of the Foot Pad Dermatitis (FPD) indicator:

Why FPD?

• Closely linked to animal welfare!
• Frequently collected across Europe!
• Falls under the “Good health/absence of injuries” domain

(Welfare Quality) or the “Health” domain (Five Domains
Model)!

• It is an ABM (Animal-Based Measure)!
• Its assessment can be automated!

Broiler chickens

13 different protocols

3 for on-farm assessment

7 + 3 by competent authorities for slaughterhouse assessment

39 scientific publications

Turkeys

6 different protocols

23 scientific publications

Laying hens

9 different protocols

Where should FPD assessment be carried out?
• Farm
• Slaughterhouse
Assessment methodology?
• Manual
• Mechanical
Sample size?
• All (mechanical method)
• 100 / 200 / 300
• Hocking et al., 2008
How to randomly select the sample?
• 50 at the beginning, 50 at the end
• 10 feet every 10 animals
Which feet should be considered?
• Left
• Right
• Both
How many scoring levels can be assigned? 
What is the most suitable formula for 
calculating the overall batch score?

SOA 9: Work progress status



Feedback on the Italian Roadshow,

July 2025

Antonio Ferraro - Italy

351-2 October 2025
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ABIs collected at slaughter in italy

• D.lgs. 181/2010 – (Directive 2007/43) 

• D.M. 4 febbraio 2013 (detailing 181/2010)

• PNBA (Ministero della Salute): 2013, 2016 e 2023

• REG. (EU) 2017/625 - REG. (EU) 2019/627 

Legal References
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• Daily mortality rate (DMR)

• Cumulative daily mortality rate (CDMR)

• Hybrid or breed

• Dead on arrival (DOAs)

1. Mortality

Annex III 
Monitoring and follow-up at the slaughterhouse

Broiler density > 33 kg/m2

ABIs collected at slaughter in italy
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Indications of poor welfare conditions:

• Contact dermatitis 

• Parasitism

• Systemic illness

2. Post mortem inspection

Annex III 
Monitoring and follow-up at the slaughterhouse

ABIs collected at slaughter in italy

Broiler density > 33 kg/m2
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AW indicators at slaughter Threshold

1 Cumulative daily mortality rate (CDMR)* 2 + 0,12 x dd.%

2 Dead on arrival (DOA) 3 %

3
Animal conditions at the ante mortem 

inspection +/-
Filter

4 Total rejections 2%

5 Foot pad lesions (FPL) 100

Annex III 
Monitoring and follow-up at the slaughterhouse

ABIs collected at slaughter in italy

PNBA 2013

Broiler density > 33 kg/m2
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PNBA 2016

ABIs collected at slaughter in italy
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PNBA 2023

ABIs collected at slaughter in italy
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FPD scoring 

1. Exchange on FPD 
Scoring protocol

2. exercise on FPD 
scoring on foot 
sample protocol 
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Exchange on FPD Scoring protocol

Batches assessed all batches arriving at the slaughterhouse except two who assess only 
those consignments with stocking densities exceeding 33 kg/m².

Definition of batch variability in defining a “batch”: for some it is the individual transport 
vehicle (4), others as the originating poultry house (11), and for others the entire farm (5)

Number of feet assessed per batch, ten veterinarians examined 100 feet, seven assessed 
200, and three reported evaluating more than 200.

Location of the assessment also varied: fifteen veterinarians performed the observations 
directly on the slaughter line, while five conducted them at the end of the line; some (6) 
reported working in both locations.

Foot assessed In most cases, both feet of the same animal were assessed. However, three 
participants evaluated only the right foot, while two selected the foot presenting the most 
severe lesion. 

Scoring System All veterinarians, except for one, reported using the scoring system 
established by the PNBA; the remaining participant indicated the use of an alternative, 
unspecified method. 
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FPD scoring system according to the National Animal Welfare Plan 

(PNBA)

Sample size: 200 footpads

Lesion scoring criteria:

• Type 0 lesion: characterized by slight depigmentation of the footpad.

• Type 1 lesion: characterized by crusts covering no more than 50% of 

the footpad surface.

• Type 2 lesion: characterized by extensive crusts covering more than 

50% of the entire surface (this also includes footpads where crusts 

extend beyond the plantar area to the toes).

Formula for calculating the overall score:

𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 =
𝑇𝑦𝑝𝑒 0 × 0 + 𝑇𝑦𝑝𝑒 1 × 0,5 + 𝑇𝑦𝑝𝑒 2 × 2

𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑓𝑜𝑜𝑡𝑝𝑎𝑑𝑠 𝑎𝑠𝑠𝑒𝑠𝑠𝑒𝑑 [200]
× 100 = 𝑋

ABIs collected at slaughter in italy
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Evaluation conducted via the Mentimeter platform:

• 22 participants

• Total of 90 images (30 for each category)

The main objectives of this evaluation were twofold:

• To assess the level of agreement with the classification carried out by the EURCAW-Poultry-SFA 
group

• To assess the level of agreement among the participants

Classified according to the guidelines of the 
National Animal Welfare Plan (PNBA) by 
three members of the EURCAW-Poultry-
SFA working group. 

FPD scoring exercise on foot sample
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Results – First Day of Evaluation (July 2nd)

IZP_2645.JPG

0 for EURCAW-SFA 
members 

For participants:
45 % → 0
55 % → 1

IZP_2650.JPG

0 for EURCAW-SFA 
members 

For participants:
50 % → 0
50 % → 1

IZP_2620.JPG

0 for EURCAW-SFA 
members 

For participants:
50 % → 0
50 % → 1

IZP_2601.JPG

1 for EURCAW-SFA 
members 

For participants:
64 % → 0
36 % → 1

IZP_2643.JPG

1 for EURCAW-SFA 
members 

For participants:
41 % → 0
59 % → 1

90 IMG

25 (27,7%)
All participants assigned the correct score 

according to the EURCAW-Poultry-SFA 
reference classification.

12 Img category 0
13  Img category 2 

65 (72,3%)
The participants gave different answers 

from one another, often not matching the 
EURCAW classification

18 Img category 0

30 Img category 1

17 Img category 2 

FPD scoring exercise on foot sample
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Evening discussions! 
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Results – Second Day of Assessment (July 3rd)

The graphs show the percentage of images correctly scored by all participants for each scoring 

category (0, 1, and 2) on the first and second day of testing. 

 

 % of images for which all participants assigned the correct score 

65 IMG

42 (64,6%)
All participants assigned the correct score 

according to the EURCAW-Poultry-SFA 
reference classification.

13 (tot 18) Img category 0

14 (tot 30) Img category 1

15 (tot 17)  Img category 2 

23 (35,4%)
The participants gave different answers from 

one another, often not matching the 
EURCAW classification

5 Img category 0

16 Img category 1

2 Img category 2 

IZP_2601.JPG

1 for EURCAW-SFA 
members 

For participants:
90 % → 0
10 % → 1

IZP_2643.JPG

1 for EURCAW-SFA 
members 

For participants:
73 % → 0
27 % → 1

FPD scoring exercise on foot sample
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Key Measures to Improve the Evaluation System

Standardize procedures: harmonize the number of feet assessed, the 
choice of which foot to examine, and the definition of a “batch.”

Reduce subjectivity: provide more visual examples and clear criteria to 
differentiate scoring categories.

Provide support tools: supply detailed visual aids and shared reference 
materials for assessors.

Targeted training and critical review: organize specific training sessions 
and analyze ambiguous cases to improve consistency and accuracy of 
assessments.

FPD scoring exercise on foot sample
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Slight depigmentation of 
the foot pad

Crusts covering up to 50% of the 
footpad

Crusts covering over 50% of the 
footpad (including the feet with 
crusts involving also the fingers)

SCORE 2SCORE 1SCORE 0

Italian FPD scoring system 
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Thursday, 3rd July
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Objective of the questionnaire: to collect data on the management and control 
of stunning equipment in slaughterhouses, focusing on:

• The involvement of official veterinarians in verifying and assessing the suitability 
and functioning of the equipment.

• The availability and use of support tools (guidelines, checklists, operational 
materials) to facilitate inspection activities.

Question Yes No

Have you ever been asked to assess stunning equipment? 17 5

Do you have materials (e.g., a guide or checklist)? 20 2

If yes, would you be willing to share this material? 22 –

Do you believe a checklist could be useful for your work? 21 1

Stunning Equipment Questionnaire
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Some points raised

• Cumulative mortality rate (CMR) and 1st week mortality

• Dead on arrival (DOA)

• FPD to be investigated only in case of evident FPD lesions

• Interfacing with farm veterinarians is a key point

• Cage density Standards may be unsuitable for certain weight categories
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Satisfaction Survey

1) How can we better support your work?

• Periodic (every 6 M) repetition of similar events 
(preferably physical eventually virtual) for updates and 
comparisons between Ovs

• Creating a Platform where inspectors can share common 
issues and exchange on ways to tackle them

• Thematic factsheets and videos

• Specific training for inspectors dealing with multispecies 
slaughter plants where there is a risk that poultry is not 
dealt with specifically and adequately
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2) What elements of the roadshow should we 
definitely keep?

• Surely the formula of the roadshow that enabled a direct 
exchange between participants which helps to adopt a 
uniform approach in dealing with practical issues in daily 
work

• The exchange of experiences between field inspectors,  
CCA and EURCAW experts

• Duration of the event and splitting it into 2 half days

2-3 Luglio 2025

Satisfaction Survey
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3) What new things should be added to the roadshow?

• Exercises to align and standardize animal welfare evaluations

• Other different welfare topics in next editions where OVs can share 
their own experiences

Exercise on the 
Assessment of 
Footpad 
Lesions

Satisfaction Survey
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Objectives of the Roadshow

• Inform official veterinarians about the activities of EURCAW SFA

• Present and discuss poultry welfare data collected at slaughter

• Foster collaboration between EURCAW-Poultry-SFA and NCA

• Promote active dialogue with and among Ovs of slaughterplants
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Icebreaker activity

Maryse Guinebretière, Frédérique Mocz, and 

Emily Leishman -

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

591-2 October 2025
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Where do you come from?

Move around the room and 
locate your country of origin, 
taking into account our current
location. Talk with your
neighbors to find the best way
to position yourself in the space!

Icebreaker activity
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Teams creation

The EURCAW-Poultry-SFA will pick you to form small teams! Will you be 
in the chicken team, the rabbit team, or maybe the turkey team?!

Icebreaker activity

Funny quizz !

Raise your hand! The first team to answer wins a point!
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World Café

Antonio Velarde –EURCAW-Poultry-SFA 

1-2 October 2025
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World Café introduction

©URACT

https://urbact.eu/toolbox-home/analysing-problems/world-cafe
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Table 1: Common Database on Welfare

Table 2: Animal based indicators are everywhere

Table 3: Roadshows 

Table 4: Genetic related welfare issues

World Café introduction
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World Café introduction

Common Database on Welfare 
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World Café introduction

Common Database on Welfare 
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World introduction

Common Database on Welfare 
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World Café introduction

Common Database on Welfare 
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World Café introduction

Common Database on Welfare 
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Common Database on Welfare 

✓ Do you have database that can be shared?

✓ Can be used for surveillance/monitoring purposes?

✓ Benefits

✓ Possibles concerns?

✓ Need for standardisation/harmonisation

World Café introduction 
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World Café Wrap-up

Antonio Velarde –EURCAW-Poultry-SFA 

1-2 October 2025
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✓ Do you have database that can be shared?
• FPD and Mortality
• Centralized/locally stored/SL
• No Harmonization

✓ Can be used for surveillance/monitoring purposes?
• Yes
• Relationship with risk factors
• Relationship with legislation
• Other indicators (e.g. condemnation)

World Café Wrap-up:
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✓ Benefits
• Early detection of welfare consequences
• Benchmarking
• Identification with risk factors
• Feedback to the farmers

✓ Possible concerns?
• Used for prosecutions/penalties

✓ Need for standardization/harmonization
• Yes, methodology, scoring, thresholds
• Calibration
• Automatization

World Café Wrap-up:
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Animal based indicators

World Café Wrap-up:

✓ FPD is the most used. Others: Feed and water intake, 
injuries, DOAs, number of eggs, eye conditions on ducks. 

✓ Group level. 

✓ homogeneity of the flock 

✓ catching lesions 

✓ Highlight that both RBI and ABIs are important. 

✓ Develop a protocol with ILVO

✓ ABIs in label schemes (laying hens). 
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ABIs Limitations and challenges

•data base

•Certanty

•Feasibility (time-
consuming to
assess and to
analyse)

•objectively

•To harmonize
instructions, 

methodology…

751-2 October 2025
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ABIs Propositions:

•Rank most
important ABIs
regarding animal 
welfare

•Standardized
sample size

•Harmonization

•Thresholds, 
methodology and 
scores. 

•Training 

•One or a few
indicators

•App

•IA

761-2 October 2025
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Customized → each country has different needs.

Topics should be of interest for the inspectors. 

The roadshow could be combined with other events organized by the country to save 
time for the inspectors.

Languages is a key point:
- Use of Artificial Intelligence could be envisaged for live translation in case of non-

English speaking countries.
- Maybe first translate the Factsheets of interest in the MS's language.

Stakeholders' involvement: → each country has different needs &relationships with 

them: for some it's a key parameter, for others not really.
In any case the two meetings must be separate.

8 countries have shown interest.

Several topics where proposed: End of cages, Turkeys, Pilling behavior in Laying 
Hens, automatic data collection at slaughter, environmental factors in relation to 
animal welfare, Biosecurity (Avian Influenza)

World Café Wrap-up: Roadshows
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Genetic related welfare issues

ABIs – broiler growth rate & welfare
• Walking ability / gait / lameness
• Stress / fear related behaviours
• Ascites
• Plumage cleanliness
• Footpad lesions, hock burns, breast blisters
• Use of verandas/enrichments
• Postmortem: breast myopathies

Future directions / what can be done?
• How can we tell if the birds are actually slow-growing versus poorly managed fast-growing
• Encouraging breeding companies to share information/data
• Legislation/regulation/guidelines for pedigree/grandparent/parent flocks (is it possible?)

Broader challenges
• Limited choices for genetics in certain countries
• Balancing the contribution of genetics AND the environment/management/nutrition
• Genetics is very market driven (public perception has large influence) - tightly linked with economy
• Most breeding companies are global – hard to regulate at EU level

More food for thought
• Growth rate ≠ feed conversion ratio
• Should be cautious in assuming that faster-growing hybrids automatically have worse welfare (can 

depend on management)
• Breeds are always evolving (the Ross of today will not be the same bird years from now)

World Café Wrap-up:

Other potential genetic-related 
issues encountered:
• Keel bone fractures / bone strength
• Feather pecking, aggression
• Disease incidence
• Hunger
• Heart/organ size



EURCAW-Poultry-SFA 2025-2027 Work 

Programme

Leonardo James Vinco –EURCAW-Poultry-

SFA

791-2 October 2025



Fitness for Transport in laying hen 

Antonio Velarde –EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

801-2 October 2025
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¿What is the objective?

Provide guideliness for the assessment of FFT of end-
of-lay hens during pre-transport inspections. 

• 2022 and 2023: Workshops to approach this topic + 
survey for CAs (to know the current situation)

• 2024: Extensive Review about the fitness for 
transport assessment for end-of-lay hens 

For each indicator, a brief definition, the methods 
available for their assessment, the criteria used to 
decide the fitness for transport of birds and the 
knowledge gaps encountered were included

Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
end-of-lay hens

Version 3 december 2024 81

¿What has already been done?
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¿Why is it important?

Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
end-of-lay hens

Version 3 december 2024 82

❖Poorly feathered owing to wear and 
tear feather loss in cage systems and 
to injurious pecking in all systems 
(more sensitive to cold)

❖Metabolically exhausted with few 
body reserves (prolonged hunger)

❖Still laying eggs of high-water content 
(prolonged thirst)

❖Osteoporosis (bone lesions)

State of the art: EoL hens
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¿Why is it important?

Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
end-of-lay hens

Version 3 december 2024 83

❖ Making sure that animals are fit for transport before departure is of

utmost importance (Grandin, 2001; Cockram, 2019).

❖ A scientific definition of “fitness for transport” does not exist

(Herskin et al., 2021).

❖ Unfit often relates to health impairment, but also cover certain age

groups or physiological stages.

❖ Challenges associated with transport are greater for weak or

vulnerable animals (less able to cope with hazards).

Description EFSA (2022)
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Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
end-of-lay hens

Version 3 december 2024 84

❖ Birds unfit for transport should receive appropriate treatment or be 

immediately humanely killed.

❖ To minimize the risk of birds becoming unfit for transport between the 

last inspection and the time of catching, the final inspection should be 

as close to the time of catching as possible (a maximum of 12 h prior 

to catching).

❖ Birds must also be inspected during catching and crating. 

❖ Birds injured during the catching process should not be loaded.

❖ The fitness for transport is difficult to assess during catching and once 

the birds are in containers.

Inspection EFSA (2022)
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¿What are we planning now?

• Field visits to get photos, as examples for the 
guidelines or for training 

• Focus groups to discuss how to approach the gaps of 
knowledge in the guidelines to harmonize the text and find a 
consensus

- Severe Open wounds (2h)

- Prolapses (2h)

- Severe Lameness (2h)

- Broken bones and dislocations (2h)

- Keel bone damage (2h)

- Emaciation and cachexia (2h)

- Evident signs of illness (2h)

- Poor feather cover and wet plumage (2h)

- Assessment strategy and logistics (2h)

Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
end-of-lay hens

Version 3 december 2024 85
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After we publish the final document, we will also 
organize online training to help understand the 
guidelines (2027)

Proposal about the final format of the guidelines:

• For official veterinarians, as detailed as possible, 
complemented by photos

• Discussion of grey cases: during the online training 
session

Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
end-of-lay hens

Version 3 december 2024 86

¿What are we planning now?
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Your opinion is KEY

Have you used FFT guidelines for other species? Where 
them useful? Any ideas for improvement and 
practicability? 

Should we work on a “poster” for catchers after 
developing the guidelines? (~simplified guidelines)

Should we present the document to other stakeholders at 
some level to involve them in the process and gather 
their opinion? → Not planned for now 

Should we recommend an assessment strategy for 
inspectors, as in real conditions they cannot assess all 
the animals in the barn? i.e. Transect method. 

→ Already planned 

Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
end-of-lay hens

Version 3 december 2024 87
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¿Any other question?

Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
end-of-lay hens

Version 3 december 2024 88



Study on consciousness 

assessment in ducks’ 

slaughterhouses 

Aranzazu Varvaro Porter

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Study on consciousness assessment in ducks’ slaughterhouse

The Team: Duck slaughterhouses (SHs):

6-12 different SHs from the
three main duck producer

countries in the EU

3 observers from:
IZSLER, ANSES and IRTA
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Study on consciousness assessment in ducks’ slaughterhouse

General objective:

Identify a refined list of indicators that can be used to
assess the state of consciousness of electrically waterbath
stunned ducks in commercial slaughterhouses to ensure
consistency of controls and to evaluate the efficiency of
induction of unconsciousness
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Study on consciousness assessment in ducks’ slaughterhouse

Specific objectives:

1. Assess the inter-observer repeatability of the most
valid and feasible indicators of consciousness according to
the EFSA

2. Elucidate the association among the indicators

3. Assess efficiency of stunning

4. Find key factors that contribute to effective stunning

5. Other welfare issues

• Shackling

• Pre-stun shocks

• Re-stunning

• Line stop
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Study on consciousness assessment in ducks’ slaughterhouse

What has been done so far?

• 6 Slaughterhouses visited

• France, Italy and Spain

• Foie and meat purpose

• Small and large SH

• Around 2.000 ducks assessed

What is planned for the future?

• 4-7 Slaughterhouses more

• December 2025 and January 2026

• France, Italy and Spain
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Study on consciousness assessment in ducks’ slaughterhouse

WEBINAR: May 2027

FACTSHEET: September 2027

REPORT: May 2027
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

¿Questions?



Plenary sessions

961-2 October 2025
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Presentations:

1) Depopulation in case of Avian Influenza (L. Kremer, EURCAW-Poultry-SFA, 
FRCAW);

2) Welfare of rabbits on French farm (F. Depersin, FR);

3) How did an NGO's enforcement request led to better practical policy for welfare 
control at the slaughterhouse (J. Marques-Hermann, NL);

4) Challenges in assessing what constitutes an acceptable level of prestun shocks 
in waterbath stunning (M. Cederwall, SE).

Plenary sessions
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Plenary sessions

981-2 October 2025

Depopulation

Guide d’aide à la 
sélection de la méthode 
de dépeuplement la plus 
appropriée en termes de 
protection animale en 
cas de grippe aviaire

Depopulation activity

Guidance for the selection of the 
most appropriate depopulation 
method in terms of animal welfare 
in the event of avian influenza

Louise Kremer
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Depopulation activity

991-2 October 2025

INTRODUCTION Collaboration between the EURCAW-Poultry-SFA and 

the French Reference Centre for Animal Welfare

Joint activity since 2023

At the request of the Competent Authorities of several

member states

In response to a european need

Recommendation of the most appropriate depopulation 

method based on farm characteristics and the species 

concerned

To promote more ethical depopulation practices in the 

event of Avian Influenza
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Depopulation activity

1001-2 October 2025

DELIVERABLES

Objectives

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT SELECTION GUIDE

Guidance on the selection of the most 

appropriate depopulation method based 

on the specific context

Scope

The 11 most commonly used depopulation methods in the EU

Method

10 surveys

1 workshop with 50+  experts
9 focus groups

Diversity of the depopulation 

procedures used in the EU

Effectiveness and impact on animal 

welfare
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Depopulation activity

1011-2 October 2025

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

1
0
1

Non-penetrative captive bolts

Lethal injections

Whole-house gassing

Head-to-body electrical killing

Head-only stunning

Gassing in gradually-filled containers

Manual blunt force trauma

Cervical dislocation

Gassing in pre-filled containers

Electrical waterbath

Ranking of methods based on 
poultry welfare

Exclusion of factors indirectly related to 
poultry welfare (e.g., operator safety)

A living document subject to updates 
based on scientific and technological 
developments
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Depopulation activity

1021-2 October 2025

1
0
2

Non-penetrative captive bolts

Lethal injections

Whole-house gassing

Head-to-body electrical killing

Head-only stunning

Gassing in gradually-filled containers

Manual blunt force trauma

Cervical dislocation

Gassing in pre-filled containers

Electrical waterbath

Flock size

Small (hundreds of individuals)

Medium (few thousands of individuals)

Large (tens of thousands of individuals)

➢ Manual blunt for trauma and cervical 
dislocation for small flocks only

Presence of clinical symptoms

Whole house gassing

Gassing in gradually filled containers

➢ Preference for group-based methods to avoid

prolonged suffering

A DYNAMIC RANKING
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Depopulation activity

1031-2 October 2025

1
0
3

Flock size

Small (hundreds of individuals)

Medium (few thousands of individuals)

Large (tens of thousands of individuals)

➢ Manual blunt for trauma and cervical 
dislocation for small flocks only

1
0
3

Presence of clinical symptoms

Whole house gassing

Gassing in gradually filled containers

➢ Preference for group-based methods to avoid

prolonged suffering

A DYNAMIC RANKING

1
0
3

Non-penetrative captive bolts

Lethal injections

Whole-house gassing

Head-to-body electrical killing

Head-only stunning

Gassing in gradually-filled containers

Gassing in pre-filled containers

Electrical waterbath

Example for a flock of medium size 
without clinical symptoms
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Depopulation activity
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1
0
4

Flock size

Small (hundreds of individuals)

Medium (few thousands of individuals)

Large (tens of thousands of individuals)

➢ Manual blunt for trauma and cervical 
dislocation for small flocks only

1
0
4

Presence of clinical symptoms

Whole house gassing

Gassing in gradually filled containers

➢ Preference for group-based methods to avoid

prolonged suffering

A DYNAMIC RANKING

1
0
4

Non-penetrative captive bolts

Lethal injections

Whole-house gassing

Head-to-body electrical killing

Head-only stunning

Gassing in gradually-filled containers

Gassing in pre-filled containers

Electrical waterbath

Example for a flock of medium size 
with clinical symptoms



www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu

Depopulation activity
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1
0
5

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

1
0
5

Please consult our latest deliverable on the matter!

https://zenodo.org/records/14679733

Register to our WEBISHOP on the 6th of November 2025

https://survey.anses.fr/SurveyServer/s/DSL/VirtualEvent
Registration_AvianInfluenza2025/questionnaire.html

https://zenodo.org/records/14679733
https://survey.anses.fr/SurveyServer/s/DSL/VirtualEventRegistration_AvianInfluenza2025/questionnaire.html
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Depopulation activity
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1
0
6

A COLLECTION OF DECISION TREES

1
0
6

11One decision tree per method, for a total of                trees

Each tree is based on          categories of questions that relate to human, technical and 

environmental ressources

3

A method is recommended for use only if all conditions are met to ensure poultry welfare. 

Otherwise, the possibility of implementing the next best method is examined, etc. 
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Depopulation activity
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1
0
7

SELECTION GUIDE: OUR ONLINE TOOL

1
0
7



WELFARE OF RABBIT ON

FRENCH FARM

Florence DEPERSIN – Ministry of Agriculture
Animal Welfare office - FRANCE

PARIS - 1st – 2th October, 2025Credit Picture : ITAVI



Summary

EBENE®

French Ministry of Agriculture

Credit Picture : CLIPP



what do you 
know about 
Rabbit sector ?

French Ministry of Agriculture

1/ 
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what do you 
know about 
Rabbit sector ?

French Ministry of Agriculture
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what do you 
know about 
Rabbit sector ?

French Ministry of Agriculture
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3 ways To support the 

sector

Credit Pictures : ITAVI



French Ministry of Agriculture

EBENE®

The EBENE® method is an animal welfare assessment tool for
farmers, for broilers chickens, laying hens, turkeys, Guinea fowl,
Quails and Rabbits (fattening and maternity).

Sponsors

Partner
s

It is supported by the Technical Institute of Poultry (ITAVI).

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020
research and innovation program under grant agreement N°816172

2/ 

Credit Picture : ITAVI



The results are displayed in the form of a radar.

French Ministry of Agriculture

EBENE®

The EBENE® method can be used at any time by the breeders on
their farms. They can also decide to compare the results with a
group (upon registration) or with their technical advisor or
veterinarian. An implementation protocol was created to help
breeders.

Sponsors2/ 

For more informations sur www.itavi.asso.frCredit Picture : ITAVI



In 2024, the Animal Welfare Office signed a Financial Support Agreement with the National
Institute for Agricultural and Environmental Research (INRAE) to carry out research to reduce
losses in livestock farming by improving the viability of rabbits after birth.

Among the components of animal welfare, health and viability are key elements and
represent areas for improvement in various breeding systems.

Following the ban on the systematic elimination of male chicks from laying hens (Decree No.
2022-137 of February 6, 2022), the rabbit industry is continuing its animal welfare efforts and
is questioning the practice of eliminating low-birth-weight rabbits.
The results are expected in March 2028.

French Ministry of Agriculture

2/ 



On January 1st, 2022, the Ministry of Agriculture amended the regulations to introduce the
requirement to appoint an animal welfare contact on farms.
This also includes the requirement to complete a training program in the poultry and pig
sectors.
However, this did not apply to the rabbit sector, as the training did not yet exist.
Since then, animal welfare training has been developed and is available free of charge to
farmers who wish to take it voluntarily.
Following the training's creation, trainers were trained by the Poultry Technical Institute
(ITAVI) and veterinary National syndicate to roll it out to volunteer breeders. In July 2025, 140
rabbit breeders were trained in animal welfare as part of the training program for designated
AW referents on rabbit farms.

French Ministry of Agriculture

2/ 



French Ministry of Agriculture

3/ 



®
French Ministry of Agriculture

The Avril group's MIXscience (Research and Development)
and SANDERS (technical supervision, veterinarian, and feed
supplier) companies worked in partnership with the Evilap
consortium and the SNV slaughterhouse of the LDC group on
a new housing concept, incorporating innovations for indoor
rabbit fattening.
This applied research program, "LapAvenir 2," was awarded
in 2019 and completed in June 2023. Its objective is to design
a new breeding method that meets societal expectations for
medication reduction, animal welfare, and is economically
sustainable. The project, "CUNILOFT" prototype, which is
currently deployed on farms. It consists of enclosures that
allow the rabbits to engage in more activity and express their
natural behavior : more movement, more exploration, while
jumping on mezzanines, standing on their hind legs, hiding in
burrows, grouping together, gnawing on fiber blocks... With
the same building surface area, the surface area per rabbit is
increased, with the same number of animals, by using the
space differently.

This system is adaptable to all buildings but is not
compatible with the practice of all-in-all-out. The
project will be completed in June 2023. The CIWF
association awarded Cuniloft a "Golden Rabbit,"
thus recognizing the real quality of animal welfare.

Credit Picture : 
Hypharm



French Ministry of Agriculture

This project, supported by the Occitanie region and
benefiting from European funding from the FEDER,
began in 2018 and will be completed in June 2022. It is
led by the UMR Genetics, Physiology and Livestock
Systems (GENPHYSE) in Toulouse (INRAE, ENVT, INP-
ENSAT Toulouse) in collaboration with the
Interprofessional Committee for meat Rabbits (CLIPP).

The Living Lab participatory research approach sought a
compromise between the downstream sector
(slaughterers, processors, distributors), the upstream
sector (breeders, breeders, equipment manufacturers,
feed companies, veterinarians), consumers, and NGOs
advocating for the BEA.

The project created a new system of housing rabbits in cages, allowing the expression of specific natural
behaviors for the welfare of rabbits perceptible by consumers, while maintaining the health of the animals,
the work and income of the farmer, and the price of meat for the consumer.

Credit Picture : INRAe



French Ministry of Agriculture

Since 2017, the association "Éleveurs et bien",
the result of a partnership between the Terrena
cooperative, CPLB CAVAC group and the Loeul et
Piriot company, has implemented a new
alternative breeding method favorable to animal
welfare.

These animals are raised on the ground, on
slatted floors, in large enclosures of 15 m2 each,
allowing them to express their natural behaviors.
These enclosures include refuges serving as
shelter if they wish to isolate themselves and
rest, mezzanines, a feeding system widely
accessible to all, gnawing blocks

For fattening rabbits, the
"standards"
recommended by the
CIWF association were
used.
The association awarded them a "golden rabbit" innovation trophy "validating"
the approach taken.

Credit Picture : CLIPP



French Ministry of Agriculture

ADM Nutrition Animale firm (ex-Wisium services),
specializing in animal nutrition, initiated and developed the
Wellap® concept in its experimental station since 2018.
It won awards by CIWF.
Developed with an approach combining nutrition, ethology,
housing, and layout, it’s a floor-based breeding concept in a
naturally lit housing with removable partitions to manage
small groups of fattening rabbits, with free access to an
outdoor run ("winter garden" on slatted floors), all with
static ventilation.
Designed to meet the CLIPP objectives, Wellap® offers a
reduced stocking density of 40 kg live weight/m², excluding
the outdoor run (well below the usual 45 kg/m² at 65 days).

The housing offers isolation and hiding places for the rabbits with mezzanines, tubes, and refuge areas
inside. The animals are continuously provided with fodder-based objects to gnaw on. The building is
similar in design to that of Label Rouge poultry (lightness, dimensions, design, cost).

Picture : ADM Nutrition 
Animale (ex-WISIUM)



The trials conducted in the 3L project (Living Lab Rabbits) on the maternity component validated
certain enrichment measures to meet the needs of gnawing (gnawing blocks), moving around and
finding privacy (platforms), hiding (covered areas), or resting on a comfortable surface (slatted floor).

The work conducted on the maternity component of this project enabled the validation of certain
enrichment options to meet the needs of gnawing (gnawing blocks), moving around and finding
privacy (platforms), hiding (covered areas), or resting on comfortable ground (slatted floors).

But, the trials did not validate a group housing solution for adult does that was acceptable to
breeders (fighting, injuries, reduced performance).

French Ministry of Agriculture

3/ 
Housing for Breeding Does 



Nevertheless, group housing for young
females appears possible. In commercial
farms, young females are separated from each
other at around 11-12 weeks. Raising them in
groups until their first birth (around 20-22
weeks) would increase the females' lifespan in
groups. In 2023, a financial support agreement
between the Ministry of Agriculture and
INRAE was signed to work on methods for
grouping breeding does named ‘Belap’.

French Ministry of Agriculture

3/ 
Housing for Breeding Does 
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French Ministry of Agriculture

3/ 
How much is it ? 

Credit @Rodolphe Marics pour le CLIPP



French Ministry of Agriculture

3/ 
How much does it coast ? 



French Ministry of Agriculture

3/ 



French Ministry of Agriculture

4/ 

Credit Picture : @Anaël Roussel pour le CLIPP
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French Ministry of Agriculture
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mission
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French Ministry of Agriculture

4/ 

Articles in the press : https://www.paysan-breton.fr/2022/07/lapin-
lemergence-dun-nouveau-mode-delevage/ (picture – magazine Paysan Breton)



French Ministry of Agriculture

4/ 
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Questions
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thank you Florence DEPERSIN  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Animal Welfare office 

FRANCE
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How did an NGO's enforcement request led to 
better practical policy for welfare control at the 
slaughterhouse

Joana Marques-Hermann

Senior veterinarian inspector poultry welfare

2 October 2025



› Open Government Act (Wet 
openbaar overheid – WOO) 

› Enforcement request 
(Handhavingsverzoek)

› Case enforcement request from 
NGO

› Development of policy 
regarding welfare controls at 
the slaughterhouse

Introduction
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› 1st May 2022 (substitutes Wet openbaar 
bestuur)

› The government is required to actively 
disclose information under the Open 
Government Act;

› Some government information is not public, 
because it contains confidential data. To 
obtain that information, you must make a 
WOO request;

› In your request you explain as precisely as 
possible what information you want. The 
government (organization) has 4 - 8 weeks 
to process your request. 

Open Government Act (Wet Openbaar Overheid)
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› A request to the competent administrative authority to take a 
decision within a article 1.3. of the General Administrative Law 
Act;

› In order to submit a request for enforcement, you must be an 
interested party (article 1.2.);

› In 2004, the Council of State ruled that an administrative authority 
is, in principle, obliged to take enforcement action if there is a 
violation of a statutory provision.

Enforcement request (Handhavingsverzoek)
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Case
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› Animal Rights (NGO) 
has requested 
inspection data from 
the NVWA;

› After analysing the 
inspection reports the 
NGO submited a 
request for 
enforcement on birds 
found in supine position 
(rugliggers).



› According to the NGO there were 52 inspection reports where art. 
3 en art. 15 of Reg (EG) 1099/2009 were infringed;

› A group of jurists, policy experts and official veterinarians came 
together to evaluate if the above mentioned articles had been 
infringed;

› Framework evaluation of supine birds: to support the evaluation of 
the enforcement request and the OV’s in the field;  

› The group concluded that the mentioned articles had been 
infringed in 1 situation.

Evaluation of the enforcement request
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› To fine slaughterhouses for ineffective welfare control at arrival is 
complex, especially for birds in supine position;

› Birds can spontaneously lie on their back (sickness, other birds, 
SDS);

› The developed framework aims to help the OV’s at the 
slaughterhouses to evaluate if a finding is “fine worthy”.

Development of policy regarding welfare controls at 
the slaughterhouse
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Conclusion

› WOO and enforcement requests 
are very time consuming for 
governmental organizations;

› These requests can put certain 
issues in the forefront and speed 
up policy making;

› Result: a framework to help OV’s 
in the field;

› Nothing’s perfect!



Thank you!
Questions?
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Official veterinarian Maija Cederwall (Sweden)

Pre-stun electrical shocks



Waterbath stunning



Waterbath stunning



Background
• Follow-up work 2024

• Issue with pre-stun shock

• Threshold for action?



Legislation
Council regulation (EC) No 1099/2009

Key parameter: Prevention of electrical shocks before stunning



National guidelines
• Water must not overflow at the entrance

• Wings and other body parts must not come to contact with electrified water before stunning

• FBOs must have procedures to ensure that no stray currents occur



How can we tell when the key parameter 
”prevention of electrical shocks before stunning” 
is fulfilled?



Questions

Have you experienced similiar issues in your country and how did you apply this in 
practice?

What constitutes an acceptable level pf pre-stun shocks (if there is such a thing)?

Do you use an established criteria for determining an acceptable level of electrical shocks 
in connection with waterbath stunning?
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STUNNING PROBLEMS IN 
LONG-WINGED SPECIES

Marcos Camiña Montero

Subdirección General de Gestión de la Seguridad Alimentaria
Agencia Española de Seguridad Alimentaria y Nutrición
C. Alcalá, 56, Retiro, 28014 Madrid
Email: mcamina@aesan.gob.es

mailto:mcamina@aesan.gob.es


PROBLEM DESCRIPTION

Impact on Long-Winged Birds

Long-winged birds like turkeys and geese may hit the water with their wings 

before their heads, causing pain.

Complications in Stunning Process

Wing impact causes birds to shrink the neck, making effective stunning more 

difficult.

Regulatory Compliance Issues

This behavior may violate animal welfare regulations such as Regulation 

1099/2009 Article 3.1.

Need for Corrective Measures

Identifying and correcting these problems is essential for humane and 

effective stunning.



EVALUATION 
AND PROPOSAL

Consciousness Evaluation Methods

The factsheet “How to assess the state of 

consciousness in turkeys (waterbath stunning)” 

contains the method for the assessment of the 

state of consciousness after WBS. 

Animal-Based Welfare Indicators

Current science emphasizes animal-based 

indicators to precisely evaluate welfare during 

stunning processes.

Collaboration and Knowledge Exchange

Promoting professional collaboration aims to 

improve risk identification and implement 

humane slaughter practices.



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Observation in Turkey Processing

Direct observations in turkey slaughterhouses reveal the frequency of wing-

first water contact issues during stunning.

Identifying Problem Severity

Gathering experiences helps to understand the severity and frequency of 

stunning non-compliance in long-winged species.

Recommended Actions

Considering immediate and long-term solutions is crucial to improve stunning 

processes and animal welfare.

Risk to Other Species

Reflecting on other species at risk from water bath stunning problems 

broadens the scope of welfare considerations.



Marcos Camiña Montero

Subdirección General de Gestión de la Seguridad Alimentaria
Agencia Española de Seguridad Alimentaria y Nutrición
C. Alcalá, 56, Retiro, 28014 Madrid
Email: mcamina@aesan.gob.es
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General Context of 
Welfare Indicators

Regulation in Intensive Production

Current welfare indicators in poultry are regulated or being studied more 

thoroughly for intensive chicken and laying hen production systems.

Challenges with Alternative Production

Organic chickens and geese farming for foie gras have unique production 

traits that complicate the use of standard welfare indicators.

Need for Specific Indicators

There is a pressing need to adapt or create welfare indicators that reflect 

alternative production conditions accurately.

Documentation Challenges

Lack of specific documentation makes more difficult proper welfare 

assessment in alternative production systems.
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Current Indicators: 
limitations

Limitations of Current Documentation

EURCAW has published a “LIST OF THE RELEVANT 
INDICATORS FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF THE WELFARE OF 
LAYING HENS IN ALTERNATIVE REARING SYSTEMS”, 

Chicken raised for meat production should be covered on a 
specific document?

Need for Specific Welfare Indicators

Developing species-specific welfare indicators is essential 
for objective and standardized evaluations in meat 
production systems.

Impact on Regulatory Assessments

Lack of specific documents limits authorities' ability to 
perform accurate welfare assessments and enforce 
corrective measures.
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Suggested Indicators for 
Debate

Dirtiness Indicator

Dirtiness reflects environmental cleanliness and affects the animals' 

health and welfare directly.

Health Issues Indicators

Pododermatitis and burns on hocks or breasts indicate problems with 

substrate quality or facility design.

Body Condition Evaluation

Overall body condition assesses nutritional status and general health of 

the animals.

Mortality on Arrival

Mortality at arrival serves as an indicator of stress, or poor handling 

during transport.
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Eat & meet

1-2 October 2025



www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 1621-2 October 2025

Objective

Unformal exchange between Competent Authorities representatives 
about specific topics.

Have a timeslot where CAs can exchanges freely

It is YOUR space, pls provide feedback

Topics proposed during registration or any other topics:

- Flock management of severe lameness in broilers from a welfare

perspective;

- Laying hen barn aviary systems and furniture/equipment spacing;

- Climate comfort;

- Painful practices;

- What is the stage of the discussion on imposing a possible ban on cages?

- Monitoring of footpad burns in broilers;

- Handling legislation versus reality.

Eat & meet



www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 1631-2 October 2025

Subscribe to our newsletter

Subscribe to our newsletters here: 
https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/subscribe-eurcaw-poultry-sfas-newsletter

https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/subscribe-eurcaw-poultry-sfas-newsletter


Thank you for your attention
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Closure
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