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Virginie Michel - EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

222nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/


www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 3

Agenda: Tuesday, 22 October

14:00 14:05 Welcome (V. Michel)

14:05 14:10 Welcome (DG SANTE)

14:10 15:10 Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) ( V. Michel, A. 
Velarde, E. Nehlig) + Discussion

15:10 16:00 Presentation of main topics of the next work programme proposal (A. Velarde, 
V. Michel, E. Nehlig) + Discussion

16:00 16:55 Open discussion

16:55 17:00 Closure (V. Michel)

22nd October 2024
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Virginie Michel - EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

4

Introduction to EURCAW-
Poultry-SFA
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Introduction to EU Reference Centres for Animal Welfare

EU Reference Centers for Animal Welfare

Art. 95 of ‘The Official Controls Regulation’: 

“The Commission shall, by means of implementing 

acts, designate European Union reference centers 

for animal welfare that shall support the activities of 

the Commission and of the Member States” 

Since October 2018 Since February 2020 Since June 2021 Since May 2024

22nd October 2024
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1. COORDINATED ASSISTANCE

2. ANIMAL WELFARE INDICATORS

3. SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL STUDIES

4. TRAINING COURSES

5. DISSEMINATING RESEARCH AND INNOVATIONS

5 Activities

Introduction to EU Reference Centres for Animal Welfare

22nd October 2024
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EURCAW-Poultry-SFA has 5 Priority areas

Introduction to EU Reference Centres for Animal Welfare

1. Broiler chickens on farm

2. Laying hens in alternative housing systems

3. Stunning and killing 

4. Rabbits on farm, with a focus on alternative housing systems 

5. Turkeys on farm and during transport

22nd October 2024
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Reflection Board (RB)

→ to exchange, discuss about interactions, participation and identify possible interest. 

Delegates of the reflection board: Association/institutions/entities are members EU Platform on Animal 

Welfare

1. Eurogroup for Animals

2. Association of Poultry Processors and Poultry Trade in the EU (a.v.e.c.)

3. European Rural Poultry Association (ERPA)

4. European agri-cooperatives (COCEGA)

5. European farmers (COPA)

6. European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders (EFFAB)

7. Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE)

9

Objectives:

November 18th 2022
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➢ Follow-up the activities of the EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

➢ Reflection on the activities

➢ Support the Centre with:

✓ Technical information 

✓ Indicators 

✓ Best practices

✓ Trainings

➢ Disseminate the activities of the Centre among stakeholders

➢ Improve dialogue between inspectors and operators

We propose that RB:

Reflection Board (RB)

November 18th 2022
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Questions?

Fourth EURCAW-Poultry-SFA  & Reflection Board meeting

22nd October 2024
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DG SANTE G5

Welcome

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/


www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu

Update of the Centre’s actual work 
(activity 1, 2, and 3)

Chaired by Virginie Michel 

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

1322nd October 2024
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Where to find Q2Es ?
https://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/en/minisite/sfawc/question-eurcaw-q2e

Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

There

22nd October 2024
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• 4 queries from 2023 answered in 2024

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2023-007 Catching of turkeys in a loose house

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2023-009 Ad libitum access to water for broiler breeders.

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2023-010 Indicators of consciousness after electrical stunning in rabbits.

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2023-011 Pullets rearing in the first weeks in aviary.

1.2 Technical assistance, query service 

Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

• 4 eligible queries in 2020
• 2 eligible queries in 2021
• 6 eligible queries in 2022
• 10 eligible queries in 2023
• 5 eligible queries in 2024
→With 1 under preparation

E. Nehlig

22nd October 2024
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1.2 Technical assistance, query service 

4 Answered in 2024:

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2024-001 How to assess the effectiveness of broiler chicken house 
ventilation system?

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2024-002: Killing of unhatched chicks

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2024-003 Pullet lighting improvement

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2024-004 Broiler lighting improvement

Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

22nd October 2024
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1.2 Technical assistance, query service 

Ongoing in 2024:

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2024-005:Broiler optimum feeding frequency 

Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

• 1 Q2E answer under preparation

22nd October 2024
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Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2023-007 Catching of turkeys in a loose house

1 Q2E example:

Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

22nd October 2024
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Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2023-007: Catching of turkeys in a loose house

➢ As best practice to mitigate the effects of handling stress, birds should be herded quietly and 
carefully (in loose-housing systems, EFSA, 2022)

Question: What are the optimal methods of corralling and catching turkeys in a 
loose house that minimize stress and injury to the birds? 

22nd October 2024

A. Velarde
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Question: What are the best practices for manual handling and carrying an 
individual turkey for:

i) placement into a cage for onward transport,
ii) for placement into a containerized unit for gassing and 
iii) for placement into a cone for captive bolt euthanasia? 

Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2023-007: Catching of turkeys in a loose house

➢ In the case of manual catching, heavy turkeys are 
grasped with one hand by the two legs, from 
behind and lowered onto their breast. With the 
other hand, the shoulder of the wing furthest away 
is grasped to lift and carry the bird (EFSA 2022).

➢ For crating, birds are grasped by the base of the 
wings, with one hand and the contralateral leg (or 
both legs) with the other hand and pushed into the 
crate sliding the keel bone on the floor of the crate 
with the bird’s head facing forward.

22nd October 2024
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Question: What are the best/optimum turkey restraint devices available for the 
purposes of captive bolt euthanasia?

Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

Q2E-Poultry-SFA-2023-007: Catching of turkeys in a loose house

➢ When using a cone, the turkey should be placed head-down inside the cone to contain wing 
flapping, It is good practice to keep the head still by holding its beak.

➢ Alternatively, the birds can be restrained in a plastic bin, It must be placed upside down, over top 
of the body of the bird to contain wing flapping and leg movements. The turkey should be placed 
on the floor in a sternal recumbent position with its keel on a solid and flat surface.

22nd October 2024

A. Velarde
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Q2E infographic: : Manual handling and carrying a turkey

➢ In collaboration with La Chaire bien-être animal, the Centre developed an
infographic issued from the Q2E answer: Catching of turkeys in a loose house.

➢ A graphic tool for
operators in the field
for improved turkey
welfare !

Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

22nd October 2024
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Questions to EURCAW-Poultry-SFA (activity 1)

Questions?

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2) 

Injurious Pecking in Turkeys

V. Michel

2023

Content of the factsheet: 

❑ How to distinguish between injurious pecking and gentle feather pecking
❑ Body parts targeted depending on the type of pecking
❑Method of assessment: Transect method
❑ Type of injuries to note during transect walk

©
IZ

SL
ER

©AWIN

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2) 

https://zenodo.org/records/7892319#.ZFJ5inZByF4

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2) 

Footpad dermatitis in Turkeys 2024

Content of the factsheet: 

❑ Definition of FPD and main risk factors
❑ New scoring system developed by EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

22nd October 2024

V. Michel
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Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2) 

https://zenodo.org/records/13748246

22nd October 2024

V. Michel

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/


www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 23

Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 3) 

The assessment of plumage damage and emaciation at 
slaughterhouse in laying hens

2024

Content of the factsheet: 

❑ Two animal-based indicators allowing to
monitor on-farm welfare of laying hens
even when assessed at slaughterhouse

❑ Definition and welfare impact of plumage
damage and emaciation

❑ Two methods of assessment on the
slaughterline:
o Emaciation = Keel bone prominence:

ventral view
o Plumage damage: dorsal view before

scalding
©Isabelle Rochas

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 3) 

https://zenodo.org/records/11091655

22nd October 2024

V. Michel
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2. Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2 and 3) 

Scientific study on the validity, reliability and repeatability of two 
visual scoring methods of assessment of the litter quality

V. Michel

22nd October 2024
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2. Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2 and 3) 

➢ Validation of the Welfare Quality©
and the Classyfarm (Vinco et al. 2020)
litter assessment protocols and their
reliability and repeatability

Protocol Results Conclusions

22nd October 2024

V. Michel
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2. Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2 and 3) 

➢ Same litter samples were visually
assessed two times in a row in
broilers pens by several assessors*
and, then, collected to assess the
dry matter (twice, one week apart)

@
A

N
SE

S

@
A

N
SE

S

*4 assessors present during both weeks + 1 assessor present the first week + 2 assessors present the second week

Protocol Results Conclusions

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/


www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 23

2. Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2 and 3) 

➢ Correlations between dry matter and visual scoring → validation
of the indicators (visual assessment)

➢ Comparison between assessors→ reliability

➢ Comparison of the assessments of the same assessor
→ repeatability

➢ Variability of results below and above 35% of litter moisture
→ results analysed according to the level of moisture

Protocol Results Conclusions

22nd October 2024
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2. Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2 and 3) 

Protocol Results Conclusions

Validity: correlations between scoring scales and litter moisture

➢ Moderate correlations between scoring scales and litter moisture below
35% of litter moisture

➢ Strong correlations above 35% of litter moisture
A) B)

Scatter plot and correlations between Classyfarm scoring scales and litter moisture when the litter moisture is below 35% (A) and 
above 35% (B) (all 4 assessors considered). Classyfarm ranges from 1 to 10, 10 being very dry litter.

22nd October 2024
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2. Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2 and 3) 

Protocol Results Conclusions

Validity: correlations between scoring scales and litter moisture

➢ Moderate correlations between scoring scales and litter moisture below
35% of litter moisture

➢ Strong correlations above 35% of litter moisture

Scatter plot and correlations between Welfare Quality scoring scale and litter moisture when the litter moisture is below 35% (A) and 
above 35% (B) (all 4 assessors considered) Welfare Qualty scoring ranges from 0 to 4, 0 being very dry litter.

A) B)

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/


www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 23

2. Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 2 and 3) 

Protocol Results Conclusions

➢ Visual scoring systems are best suited for assessing litter with a moisture level
above 35%

➢ All three scoring scales exhibited moderate validity at moisture levels below
35% and strong validity above 35%

➢ The Classyfarm Friability score was the most reliable scoring scale regardless of
litter moisture

➢ Regarding intra-assessor repeatability, the Classyfarm Friability and Welfare
Quality scores outperformed the Classyfarm Humidity score

Recommendations:

➢ Prioritize the use of the Classyfarm Friability score, particularly when
comparing scores from multiple assessors

➢ Exercise caution when visually assessing lightly degraded litter

Conclusions

22nd October 2024
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Questions?

Fourth EURCAW-Poultry-SFA  & Reflection Board meeting

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work (activity 3) 

Scientific study in commercial slaughterhouses of rabbits

A. Velarde

22nd October 2024
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Head-only electrical stunning

• 62 million were slaughtered in the EU in 
2022 of which Spain, France and Italy
accounted for 88% of the total

• Legislation did not lay down minimum 
key parameters for rabbits (current, 
frequency, voltage, exposure time, stun-
to-stick interval) 

• Wide variability on the recommended 
key parameters found in national 
guidelines

• Heterogeneity in the indicators chosen 
by OVs to assess the state of 
consciousness in rabbits

EURCAW-
Poultry-SFA

22nd October 2024
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Specific:

1. Assess the inter-observer repeatability of the most valid and feasible
indicators of consciousness according to the EFSA (2020)

2. Elucidate the association among the indicators

3. Assess efficiency of stunning

4. Find key factors that contribute to effective stunning

General:

Identify a refined list of indicators that can be used to assess the state of
consciousness of head-only electrical stunned rabbits in commercial
slaughterhouses to ensure consistency of controls and to evaluate the
efficiency of induction of unconsciousness

Scientific study: Objectives

22nd October 2024
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Characteristics of the slaughterhouses

SH Speed, 
rabbits/h

Wetting 
heads

Stunners, 
n

Stun-to-stick 
interval(s), s

Bleeding 
method

Bleeding 
cut

Operators 
bleeding, n

1 800 No 2 10 and NA M Lateral 1
2 1500 NA 2 11 and NA M NA 2
3 1600 No 1 22 M Lateral 1
4 2600 No 3 15, 10 and 8 M Lateral 1
5 2100 No 4 36, 30, 24 and 19 M Ventral 2
6 700 No 1 15 M Ventral 1
7 700 Yes 1 2 M Lateral 1
8 600 No 1 3 M Lateral 1
9 1850 Yes 3 18, 12 and 7 M Ventral 1
10 1400 Yes 3 <1 A Ventral 1
11 700 NA 1 3 M Ventral 1
12 800 Yes 1 16 M Lateral 1
13 1,700 No 3 25, 19 and 6 M Ventral 1
14 1,920 Yes 3 33, 24 and 17 M NA 1
15 3200 Yes 4 22, 20, 18 and 13 M Lateral 2
16 3600 No 3 20, 13 and 5 M Ventral 2

*Bleeding method: M (manually); A (automatically); SH: slaughterhouse; NA: data not available

22nd October 2024
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16 slaughterhouses, 38 batches, 11,540 rabbits

4 observers

❑ Observers:

STAGE 1:

Immediately after stunning

STAGE 2:

During bleeding

❑ Sample assessment: Position and stages during the assessment of indicators

Stunning and 
shackling

Neck cutting

Material and methods

4222nd October 2024
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Presence of 
BREATHING

Presence of rhythmic breathing 
considered as a minimum of two 
openings of the mouth and 
thoracic or abdominal muscles 
associated to inhalation and 
expiration with similar cadence.

78

Indicators of consciousness assessed

STAGE 1: IMMEDIATELY AFTER STUNNING

Absence of 
TONIC-CLONIC SEIZURE

General loss of muscle tone and a 
completely relaxed and flaccid 
body, with no neck tension.

Presence of
SPONTANEOUS BLINKING

Rabbit opens/closes eyelid on its 
own (fast or slow) without 
stimulation.

Presence of
VOCALISATIONS

Single or repeated shrieking 
(screaming).

22nd October 2024
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STAGE 2: DURING BLEEDING

Indicators of consciousness assessed

Absence of 
TONIC-CLONIC SEIZURE

General loss of muscle tone and a 
completely relaxed and flaccid 
body, with no neck tension.

Presence of 
BREATHING

Presence of rhythmic breathing 
considered as a minimum of two 
openings of the mouth and 
thoracic or abdominal muscles 
associated to inhalation and 
expiration with similar cadence.

Presence of
SPONTANEOUS BLINKING

Rabbit opens/closes eyelid on its 
own (fast or slow) without 
stimulation.

Presence of
VOCALISATIONS

Single or repeated shrieking 
(screaming).Presence of

RIGHTING REFLEX
Attempt to regain posture and/or 
raise the head.

22nd October 2024
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Main findings: Relevant indicators

Main
ABIs

Outcomes of
unconsciousness

Outcomes of
consciousness

Tonic/Clonic seizure
Breathing

Spontaneous blinking

Corneal/Palpebral reflex
Vocalisations

Presence
Absence

Absence
Presence
Presence

Presence
Presence

Risk of consciousness: apply
intervention

Optional
ABIs

STAGE 1: IMMEDIATELY AFTER STUNNING

No risk of 
consciousness

REFINED

22nd October 2024
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STAGE 2: DURING BLEEDING

Optional
ABIs

Main
ABIs

Outcomes of 
unconsciousness

Outcomes of 
consciousness

Corneal/Palpebral reflex
Tonic/Clonic seizure

Breathing
Righting reflex

Spontaneous blinking
Vocalisations

Absence
Presence
Absence
Absence

Presence
Absence
Presence
Presence

Presence
Presence

Risk of consciousness: apply
intervention

No risk of consciousness

Main findings: Relevant indicators

Absence of tonic-clonic seizure at this stage does not imply consciousness
Righting reflex only when the rabbit breath or blink
Often confused with preagonal muscle movements that can occur in brain-dead animals
22nd October 2024
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Main findings: Efficiency of stunning

Efficient induction to
unconsciousness was
observed in most of
the batches assessed
(15 out of 25 batches)

STAGE 1: IMMEDIATELY AFTER STUNNING

22nd October 2024
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Main findings: Efficiency of stunning

Stun-to-stick interval: < 1s
Prevalence: 2.3 and 2.7%

Stun-to-stick interval: 2 - 3s

A variable prevalence of 
rabbits 
were progressively 
recovering 
consciousness before 
death in all batches 
from all SHs

STAGE 2: DURING BLEEDING

22nd October 2024
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Summary

1. There is considerable variability in slaughterhouse designs, slaughter
capacities, rabbit management practices, types of head-only electrical
stunning devices used, key parameters applied, stun-to-stick intervals, and
type of neck cuts used.

2. A refined and validated ABIs with good level of repeatability have been
identified so that can be used for the assessment of the state of
consciousness in rabbit commercial slaughterhouses.

3. Effective induction of unconsciousness occurred in nearly all rabbits. BUT,
indicators of consciousness often reappear after neck-cutting in a variable but
significant proportion of rabbits in all slaughterhouses. Rabbits with
indicators are at high risk of experiencing pain, distress and suffering.

4. The longer the stun-to-stick interval, the higher the risk of rabbits recovering
the state of consciousness.

22nd October 2024
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WEBINAR:
"Welfare assessment during electrical stunning in

rabbits"
November 12th, 2024
From 10:00 to 12:00 (UTC+2, CEST)

FACTSHEET:

22nd October 2024
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Questions?

Fourth EURCAW-Poultry-SFA  & Reflection Board meeting

22nd October 2024
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Good Practices

• Concrete examples of good practices may inspire poultry and rabbit 
producers in the European Union to take up similar practices or 
implement related initiatives.

• Since 2021, EURCAW-Poultry-SFA searched for and identified farms and 
slaughterhouses showing good practices related to the Centre’s 5 
priority areas on the welfare of poultry and rabbits:

- Broiler chickens on farm

- Laying hens in alternative housing systems 

- Stunning and killing

- Rabbits on farm, with a focus on alternative housing systems 

- Turkeys on farm and during transport 

V. Michel

22nd October 2024
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Good Practices work

• During the past year, members of the consortium visited a selection of 
good practices. 

• The knowledge gained during the visits was used for the final decision on 
which examples of good practices were approved by the Centre. 

22nd October 2024
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What has been achieved since last meeting

17 September 2024

2023:

- Design and management of covered verandas for optimal use

- Elevated pen system for breeding and growing rabbits

- An example of inspections of compliance with the transport regulation (COUNCIL 
REGULATION (EC) No. 1/2005)

2024:

- Mobile cart with head only electric stunning device, for on farm culling and carcass 
collection 

- Outdoor rearing of rabbits

- Early litter access for pullets housed in aviary systems

- Preventing heat stress in layer systems with covered veranda and outdoor access

- Automatic assessment of Footpad Dermatitis (FPD)

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/
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Good Practices factsheet 2023:

Design and management of covered verandas for optimal use

22nd October 2024
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Good Practices fact sheet 2024:

Elevated pen system for breeding and growing rabbits

22nd October 2024
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https://zenodo.org/records/10526823
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Good Practices fact sheet 2023:

An example of inspections of compliance with the transport regulation (COUNCIL 
REGULATION (EC) No. 1/2005)

22nd October 2024
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Good Practices fact sheet 2024:

Mobile cart with head only electric stunning device, for on farm culling and carcass collection

22nd October 2024
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• Do you have examples of good practices that you would like to promote?

Warning: No advertisement of company. 

Open discussion

GP: Gather information

22nd October 2024
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Questions?

Fourth EURCAW-Poultry-SFA  & Reflection Board meeting

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on 
training (activity 4)

Antonio Velarde

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

6122nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 4)

(BTSF and National courses in some Members States)

A. Velarde

Review of existing training activities and materials

5 training courses analysed

ABIs for assessment of state of consciousness partially covered
RBIs well covered in 3 courses
Sample size not addressed in any course

Review about the main welfare aspects of stunning methods in rabbits
Scientific study in electrical stunning + Factsheet + Webinar

➢Assessment of consciousness after electrical stunning in rabbits (June 2024)

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 4)

Webinar assessment welfare of turkeys on farm

Development of training material for specific topics

Presentation of the assessment of welfare in turkeys on-farm using 
the most relevant ABI (or RBI and MBI if no relevant ABI) and their 
methods 

The webinar was attended by 138 people (189 registered),

from 17 EU Member States

4 June 2024

22nd October 2024

Content availalble online 
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 4)

Webinar assessment consciousness after electrical 
stunning in rabbits

Development of training material for specific topics

12/11/2024

- Most relevant indicators, method and recommendations to assess

the state of consciousness after electrical stunning of rabbits.

- Presenting results from the scientific study conducted at 16

commercial EU slaughterhouses.

Time: 10.00h to 12.00h (UTC +2, CEST)

22nd October 2024

Content will be later availalble online 
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Questions?

Fourth EURCAW-Poultry-SFA  & Reflection Board meeting

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on 
dissemination (activity 5)

E. Nehlig

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

6622nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 5)

Website modification

➢Based on the feedback received from our target audience, on the EURCAW-

Poultry-SFA website, the Centre made possible modifications on the website
architecture this summer.

- In the sub-page ‘scientific output

overview’ you are now able to
download summary deliverables
Excel tables per priority area.

E.  Nehlig

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 5)

Website modification

- Factsheets have been sorted out in 3

sub-pages: Indicators & Iceberg
indicators, thematic and Good
practices.

- Q2E answers have been sorted

out into 3 sub-pages: slaughter
and killing, husbandry and
transport.

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 5)

The Zenodo community: EURCAW-Poultry-SFA knowledge base

➢ Is updated regularly

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 5)

Newsletter

✓ 389 subscribers

Since last meeting:
➢ 1 newsletter published and disseminate in 2023
➢3 newsletters published and disseminate in 2024

+ 1 to be issued this December

Centre presentation video

Was updated to include the 4th EURCAW

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/
https://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/en/minisite/sfawc/eurcaw-poultry-sfa-newsletters
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 5)

Scientific papers 

- “Alternative to Carbon Dioxide in 
Two Phases for the Improvement 
of Boiler chickens’ Welfare during 
Stunning”, Animals 2024, 14(3), 
01/02/2024

- “Overview of the various methods 
used to assess walking ability in 
broiler chickens”, 
VetRecord 2024, 195,(4), 08/08/24

➢The work carried on in activity 2 and 3 lead to the publication of 2 peered

reviewed papers in 2024:

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 5)

Translations

➢ If you are and willing or if you know someone which is interested to proof-

read pre-translated factsheets using automatic translations into your native
language, please contact us: info@eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu

➢ We translate factsheets

into 5 languages for the
moment: FR, DE, IT, PL, ES

➢During 2023-2024 period:
16 FSs are being translated.
Pages will be updated by the

endof the year

22nd October 2024
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Update on the Centre’s actual work on training (activity 5) E.  Nehlig

Work with the 4 EURCAWs

➢ Regular meetings with the other EURCAWs to:

- Harmonize as much as possible visual identities, websites, outputs ….
- Help and inspire each other
- Try to find potential solutions for common issues the EURCAWs are facing

➢Prepare the next period (2025-2027):
- Discuss possible common work across EURCAWs

22nd October 2024
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Questions?

Fourth EURCAW-Poultry-SFA  & Reflection Board meeting

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/
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Presentation of main topics of the next 
work programme proposal & discussion

Chaired by Virginie Michel

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA

7522nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/


www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 76

Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Broiler

Activity No. Description

2.1

Factsheet providing recommendations for how to assess litter quality with a visual 
scoring scale on farm.

Study investigating  
whether play behaviour
collected after transects 
can be validated as an
indicator of positive 
welfare. 

Factsheet
If validated: Practical description of the method for use by 
official inspectors during on-farm visits. 
If not validated: More general description of play behaviour
as a positive welfare indicator. 

3.2

A report on the study will be written.

Study investigating the optimal broiler age for providing access to the veranda during 
different seasons. Recommendations will be provided in study report.

3.3

Examples of potential good practices on broiler farms: 
- Good management practices for litter maintenance on broiler farms 
- Hatching on-farm of broilers
- How to reduce hunger in broiler breeders
- How to avoid water restriction in broiler breeders

V. Michel

22nd October 2024
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

Laying hens

➢ Environmental enrichment:
➢ Literature review on the use of environmental enrichments for laying hens,
➢ From the review: a factsheet will be developed on the resource-based indicators of

environmental enrichment laying hens.

➢ Fitness for transport:
➢ In 2024: review about FFT.
➢ In end of 2025: workshop about the fitness for transport of end-of-lay hens to

deeply discuss the indicators that can be used and gaps of knowledge with the
official inspectors.

➢ 2025-26: field visit to collect material.
➢ Mid of 2027: practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of end-of-lay hens

to deliver tools immediately usable by inspectors assessing animal welfare.
➢ In end of 2027: webinar (training) about FFT assessment in end of lay hens.

V. Michel

22nd October 2024
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➢ Activity 3.1 To do a literature review on the use of environmental enrichments on 
turkey farms

The aim of this deliverable is to identify commercial enrichments that have been assessed 
by scientific papers for the actual use by birds and the impact on their welfare.

➢ Activity 2.1 To develop a factsheet on the resource-based indicator of environmental 
enrichment  turkey barns

Based on the review on environmental enrichment in broiler, laying hen and turkey barns, 
three factsheets will be developed on the resource-based indicator of environmental 
enrichment in broiler, laying hen and turkey barns (M36).

➢ Activity 3.3 To develop a factsheet on Use of sick pens in the production of turkeys on 
farm 

Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Turkeys

22nd October 2024

A. Velarde
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

A. Velarde

+ Report on the welfare consequences and 

efficacy of the different depopulation

methods and procedures used in the EU

+ Decision tree for the selection of the 

most appropriate depopulation method

acccording to the characteristics of the 

affected farm and the species at stake

+ Suggestions for welfare assessment on 

depopulation sites 

+ Elaboration of « good practices » for at 
least one depopulation method (optional, 
M12)

+ Creation of an online, more sophisticated,
version of the decision tree to facilitate
its use by the competent authorities
(M12)

+ Organization of a webinar to present our
refined suggestions for welfare
assessment based on operators’ feedback 
(M11)

Deliverables in 2024 Deliverables in 2025

➢ Slaughter and killing: Depopulation

22nd October 2024
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Slaughter and killing: other activities

A. Velarde

Sub-activity 3.3.1 Reporting of scientific and technical knowledge 

- A review of current on-farm killing methods for rabbits across three categories: 
growing rabbits, breeding rabbits, and kits (2026);

- A guidance describing the content of the instructions to be checked by the 
competent authorities for assessing a stunning and killing equipment (2027)

Sub-activity 3.3.2 Scientific and technical studies to validate indicators and methods 

- Report on the scientific study on commercial slaughterhouses of ducks stunned
with electrical waterbath devices (M29).

22nd October 2024
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

V. Michel

Activity 2

❑ A factsheet on the assessment of thermal stress for rabbits on-farm (2025)

❑ A factsheet on how to catch rabbits for transportation (2026) for loading
rabbits from cages into containers or crates and transfer into transport
vehicles.

Activity 3

❑ A review on gnawing material and general enrichment for rabbits + a
thematic factsheet (2025): description of the benefits of introducing this
material in the housing of growing and breeding rabbits in order to reduce
stress and increase the repertoire of positive behaviours, emphasizing the
importance in improving rabbit welfare.

➢ Rabbits

22nd October 2024
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Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Training

E. Nehlig

3 Reviews of existing training activities and materials:  

- Depopulation/Killing rabbit on farm 

- Fitness for transport 

- Depopulation/killing poultry on farm 

4 Webinars:

- Assessment for poultry welfare on depopulation farms.

- Indicators of the state of consciousness after waterbath stunning for ducks

- Fitness for transport

- On-farm killing methods for rabbits

3 knowledge pills

Topics to be determined

22nd October 2024

http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/


www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 83

Overview of 2025-2027 Work Programme

➢ Activity 5 Disseminating research and innovations

✓ 5.1 Centre website and knowledge base implementation and maintenance
- Informative website and knowledge base fulfilling the needs for disseminating research
findings, innovations and technical expertise.
- Production of quarterly newsletters.
- Create and maintain the EURCAW-Poultry-SFA LinkedIn account.

✓ 5.2 Development of dissemination tools to promote knowledge
- Develop at least one infographic(s) based on EURCAW-Poultry-SFA Q2E-answers.
- Develop at least one video on selected topics of interest within the Centre’s outputs to 
promote the knowledge produced (link with activity 4).

✓ 5.3 Development of a Community of Practice 
- Feasibility and development if previous established CoP are successful, of a EURCAW-
Poultry-SFA pilot Community of Practice. (topic discussed later)

✓ 5.4 Translation of outputs in national languages 
- 21 Factsheets translated into 5 languages (DE, ES, FR, IT, PL).

E. Nehlig

22nd October 2024
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Common work across EURCAWs

From 2025 onwards, the 4 EURCAWs will work jointly on dissemination tools:

- A ‘pilot activity’ aiming to improve accessibility to factsheets and other practice-ready

documents for official inspectors by creating downloadable audio versions in multiple

languages, based on current translations.

→This pilot activity will be led by EURCAW Ruminants & Equines

- ‘Development of a pilot of an APP for on-field inspectors’. Explore the possibility to

partially reuse already available tools for further development, in particular, the

CARE4DAIRY APP and its source IT systems.

→ This pilot activity will be led by EURCAW Pigs

- A guidance for the assessment of stunning equipment.

→ This pilot activity will be led by EURCAW-Poultry

E. Nehlig

22nd October 2024
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Questions?

Fourth EURCAW-Poultry-SFA  & Reflection Board meeting

22nd October 2024
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Common work across EURCAWs: ‘Guidance for the assessment of stunning equipment’ 

A. Velarde

Inroduction
➢Legislation 1099/2009 states that ‘Products marketed or advertised as

restraining or stunning equipment shall only be sold when accompanied by
appropriate instructions concerning their use in a manner which ensures
optimal conditions for the welfare of animals.

➢Those instructions shall also be made publicly available by the manufacturers
via the Internet’.

➢Some Member States have already raised issues about new equipment being
installed, for which proof of efficiency has not been made available.

22nd October 2024
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Common work across EURCAWs: ‘Guidance for the assessment of stunning equipment’ 

A. Velarde

Introduction

➢For the next Work Program (2025 –2027) the four EURCAWs will jointly work
on a ‘guidance for the assessment of stunning equipment’.

➢The activity consists in developing a guidance describing the content of the
instructions to be checked by the competent authorities.

➢This will harmonize the information on the equipment that should be
available on internet.

22nd October 2024
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Common work across EURCAWs: ‘Guidance for the assessment of stunning equipment’ 

Introduction

➢EURCAW-Poultry-SFA sent a questionnaire to MSs to know the interest in this
topic and if they have any material of use about this topic.

➢The aim was to have a better understanding about the possible needs of MSs
and the type of work that EURCAW can provide on this topic.

22nd October 2024
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Common work across EURCAWs: ‘Guidance for the assessment of stunning equipment’ 

Summary of the survey for poultry and rabbits

• 15 MSs answered the survey, all of them except one were interested in EURCAWS

developing a guidance for evaluating the effectiveness (in terms of unconsciousness

and induction of death) of equipment used for slaughter and killing on farms and

slaughterhouses.

• 12 of 15 MSs carry out an assessment to verify whether the stunning equipment in use

(on farms and slaughterhouses) comply with Article 8 of Council Regulation (EC) No.

1099/2009.

• Most of the MSs carry out the assessment when the animal welfare assessments are

performed, only three of them do it before the installation of the equipment.

22nd October 2024
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Common work across EURCAWs: ‘Guidance for the assessment of stunning equipment’ 

Summary of the survey for poultry and rabbits
• In most of the MSs the assessment is conducted by official inspectors, in France

it’s done by certification bodies in some locations.

• In most of the MS the assessment is documentary (key parameters, registers) and

physical (ABIs assessment).

22nd October 2024

•Do you have any material (e.g. guidance or checklist,…)?

•If yes, are you willing to share this material?
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Questions?

Fourth EURCAW-Poultry-SFA  & Reflection Board meeting

22nd October 2024
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Final question?

9222nd October 2024
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Wrap up

9322nd October 2024
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ONE PICTURE ALL TOGETHER FOR OUR NEWSLETTER !

Subscribe to our newsletters here: 
https://sitesv2.anses.fr/en/minisite/sfawc/subscribe-eurcaw-poultry-sfas-newsletter

22nd October 2024
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Closure
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Thank you for your attention!!
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