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Imported rabies case
Germany

Dog breed: Kangal mix

Country of origin: Turkey

Vaccination status: unvaccinated

Certificates: none/chipped

Import via: land route (Bulgaria)

Date of importation: 02 Sept 2021

Onset of clinical signs: 04 Sept 2021

Presentation to a vet: 07 Sept 2021

Date of death: 09 Sept 2021

Rabies diagnosis: 10 Sept 2021 (DFA-; RT-qPCR-positive) LAVES Hanover

Confirmation by NRL/FLI: 13 Sept 2021 (DFA-; RT-qPCR-positive), partial & whole genome

sequencing, pathohistological investigations

Tracing of animal and human contacts

PEP immediately initiated



Details of the outbreak

Date of suspicion: 08/09/2021 

Date of confirmation: 15/09/2021 

Preliminary cleaning & disinfection date (if applicable): -

Date of submission: 20/09/2021 

National reference: 21-107-00008 

Specific information: Rabies case confirmed in an 8 weeks old dog puppy brought illegally from Turkey via Bulgaria to Germany on 2 September 2021. 

The puppy was kept separately in an completely enclosed garden of a house without having any contact to other animals. 

The puppy died on 9 September 2021 in a veterinary clinic without having any contact to other animals. 

The people who had contact to the dog received an emergency vaccination. The epidemiological investigation confirmed that the rabies-free status of Germany is not 

endangered. 

Control measures applied: Disease notification, Disinfection

Coordinates: 53.05 / 8.91  
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DE-RABIES-
RABV-

2021-00001
Primary

DEU-
Bremen

Dogs - - 1 - -

ADIS Outbreak DE-RABIES-RABV-2021-00001 submitted

https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4477&d=xoDI4eei3UricqUrRubj9hxkB8ryfa0QmyQ-uCJmfw&u=https%3a%2f%2fwebgate%2eec%2eeuropa%2eeu%2ftracesnt%2fadis%2fstandalone-outbreak%2fDE-RABIES-RABV-2021-00001
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4477&d=xoDI4eei3UricqUrRubj9hxkB8ryfa0QmyQ-uCJmfw&u=https%3a%2f%2fwebgate%2eec%2eeuropa%2eeu%2ftracesnt%2fadis%2fstandalone-outbreak%2fDE-RABIES-RABV-2021-00001
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4477&d=xoDI4eei3UricqUrRubj9hxkB8ryfa0Qm3Y46CMwfA&u=https%3a%2f%2fwebgate%2eec%2eeuropa%2eeu%2ftracesnt


Imported rabies case
Germany

Reported to the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, 

September 22, 2022

https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4477&d=xoDI4eei3UricqUrRubj9hxkB8ryfa0Qm3Y46CMwfA&u=https%3a%2f%2fwebgate%2eec%2eeuropa%2eeu%2ftracesnt


Partial and whole genome sequencing
German imported case



Partial and whole genome sequencing
German imported case

Marston et al., 2018



Investigation by the Turkish Ministry
German imported case

• According to the Turkish database, the microchip was applied in a veterinary clinic in 

Şehitkamil, Gaziantep district. 

• due to a cyber attack on the Turkish system, no further information could be derived



Conclusions
German imported case

• Border inspections (particualrly for ground

travel) are the most important barrier for 

the introduction of potentially rabid

animals (dog had crossed EU borders two

times!)

• Bremen authority found 27 animals from

other countries (EU MS and third countries) 

in 2021 without rabies vaccination

• For properly vaccinated dogs, requirements

could be less strict , i.e. reduction of 

waiting period post serology(see Smith et 

al., 2020 vs. EFSA report 2022)



Thanks for your attention!


