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Engaging witgh SnBio

* Many organisations have paid attention to SynBio
» Rathenau Instituut active since 2006

+ Parliamentary questions in 2007, but quiet
afterwards...

Synthetic
Biology
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Too quiet according to us.
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Strategy development

* Aim - establish more political awareness on SynBio

» Challenge > how to facilitate political discussion on SynBio
when Parliament is no real option (yet)?
- SynBio still confined to laboratory
- Reality check: attention of politicians is scarce
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Beyond Parliament

« Target world of political parties rather than Parliament
itself

« Political party is no unity but multitude of bodies

« Several of these bodies could fulfil a valuable role in
examining the potential significance of emerging
technologies
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Thema-afdeling D88 Duurzaam

O# Duursssmbeldsdenktank

Mr. Hans .
van Mierlo ‘, DEMOCRATEN 3. Advisory committees
Sthhtlﬂg 2. Political youth organiations

1. Political think tanks
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Strategy put into practice
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A meeting of young minds between future
synthetic biologists (iGEM) and future politicians
(PYOs)
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Facilitating political youth organizations

* Collecting and making available relevant reports
» Expert meetings: synthetic biologists, TA/ELSI, risk...

» Techno-moral vignettes: brief ‘snapshots’ of a future
situation in which SynBio is applied but which at the same
hand raises moral issues
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“If you start changing, altering the very fundamentals of
species in the form of DNA, in the form of even introducing
practically new species into the environment [...] this may
influence delicate balances in ways we can”t comprehend”
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“What if indeed some people have wrong intentions, have
the knowledge and have the tools to bio-terror and that
would be disastrous”
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“The world faces huge problems, and we need technology
in our struggle against these problems. (...) SynBio will
most likely play an important role in addressing these
problems. We cannot afford to lose any time, 6r exclude
any innovation”.
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For The Greens genetic modification evokes the same
sense of resistance as nuclear energy does.

However, we do not intend to dismiss synthetic biology in
advance. This would constitute a missed opportunity
and does not match the progressive nature of our party.

Rather, a critical, resolute and sober approach is much
more appropriate. In particular, because synthetic
biology offers opportunities to save human lives
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Many thanks!

Want to know more?

Download at www.rathenau.nl/synbio
@VRerimassie

Rathenau Instituut




