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2Zero by 30

1. Zero by 30: the Global Strategic Plan to end human deaths from 
dog-mediated rabies by 2030

2. Established global goal and common plan

3. Country-centric, One Health approach
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National Strategic Plan: 

• Framework with targets and measurable deliverables
• Testifies government commitment to Zero by 30
• Template now available from United Against Rabies 

Forum

How can we help countries develop and implement national 

strategic plans? 

1. International Standards

2. WOAH World Animal Health Information System

3. WOAH Reference Laboratory Network for Rabies

4. WOAH Vaccine Bank

5. United Against Rabies Forum

Building a successful control programme
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1. Terrestrial Animal Health Code

• Chapter 1.1 provides guidance on notification
• Chapter 5.11 provides model veterinary certificate for international 

movement of dogs, cats and ferrets originating from rabies free 
countries

• Chapter 7.7 provides guidance on management of free-roaming dogs 
and responsible dog ownership

• Chapter 8.14 includes case definitions, guidance on recognition of 
rabies free countries or zones, surveillance recommendations, 
endorsement of official control programmes for dog-mediated rabies

2. Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals

• Chapter 3.1.18 outlines diagnostic techniques for identification of 
rabies, guidance on sample collection and shipping, vaccine 
production requirements

WOAH International Standards



5Endorsement of official control programmes

Zambia receives endorsement at 2023 WOAH General Session
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1. Poor rabies data  poor political will and investment

2. Reliable data is needed to inform decision making and make a 
case for investment

WHO Global Health Observatory
WOAH World Animal Health 

Information System

Surveillance and data collection
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1. Improve laboratory and diagnostic capacity

2. Reporting data: Field  National  International (WHO GHO, 
WOAH WAHIS)

3. Minimum Data Elements document available to support this

www.unitedagainstrabies.org

Surveillance and data collection
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1. Support surveillance and diagnosis

2. Technical advice and in-country support 

• Production of in-house positive control serum 
for rabies antibody testing

• RABLAB statement on the use of commercial 
rapid immunochromatographic tests for rabies 
surveillance purposes

3. National and regional training

4. Twinning programmes to improve laboratory 
capacity

WOAH Reference Laboratory Network for Rabies
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1. Facilitates rapid access to high-quality dog vaccines to 
help countries implement dog vaccination campaigns

2. Pre-established low, fixed price

3. Catalyst for countries to design and implement national rabies 
elimination strategies

4. Countries must show strong political will and plan for 
implementing rabies control

5. Request must be submitted to WOAH via the Chief Veterinary 
Officer

WOAH Rabies Vaccine Bank



Established September 2020 to implement 
‘Zero by 30’

An inclusive network of stakeholders from a 
range of sectors  now more than 60 
organisations

Common vision for achieving zero human 
deaths from dog-mediated rabies by 2030

2023  reviewing structure and mode of 
operation to better engage countries, and meet 
the needs of rabies endemic countries
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United Against Rabies Forum
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Engagement with rabies community

www.unitedagainstrabies.org
• Access tools and resources
• Sign up to United Against Rabies mailing list
• Apply for Forum membership

United Against Rabies Forum social media

Webinars
• October 2022: Dog population management
• February 2023: Surveillance
• May 2023: Oral Rabies Vaccination

Newsletters to highlight upcoming events and key 
outputs

New ‘Rabies Today’ podcast
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Tools and resources
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Roadmap

Aligns with WHO and WOAH milestones, and 
SARE scores

Links countries to specific tools and 
resources to help progress national control 
programme



Engage rabies-endemic countries and support 
development and implementation of National Strategic 
Plans

Engage local authorities and communities to prioritise
rabies elimination at the local level

Engage with academic and industry partners to support 
country and regional implementation of rabies 
strategies

Promote improved surveillance, data sharing, and data 
reporting

Support advocacy and resource mobilisation, including 
promoting access to human post exposure prophylaxis

Activity Proposal form available –
www.unitedagainstrabies.org
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2023 priorities and next steps



15

1. A robust national strategic plan is an important 

milestone towards achieving Zero by 30

2. Reliable rabies data is needed to inform 

decision-making  surveillance and data 

reporting critical

3. Tools, resources and expertise available to 

support efforts

4. Coordinated, collective effort from all 

stakeholders is essential to achieving our 

global goal

5. The control and elimination of human deaths 

from dog-mediated rabies is achievable 

and together we can reach Zero by 30

Key points
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12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France
T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49
F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int
www.woah.org

Thank you!

Contact: r.tidman@woah.org / globalrabiescoordinator@woah.org

Visit: www.unitedagainstrabies.org


